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1\b,stract:

The Moroccan Sahara Through Throne Speeches: A
Discourse Analysis of Sovereignty and Development

~ €l Gaoual Jlham
Research “Team: Culture, ,‘}leritage and Communication
-~ “Taib Berkane

Professor at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Mohammed J “University, Oujda,
Morocco

This study examines the evolution of Moroccan Royal discourse regarding the Moroccan

Sahara as articulated through the annual Throne Speeches delivered by King Mohammed VI

from 1999 to 2024. Employing critical discourse analysis methodology, this research

demonstrates the strategic rhetorical progression from predominantly legal-historical

justifications toward an integrated narrative that harmonizes territorial sovereignty with

comprehensive socioeconomic development initiatives. The findings reveal how this discursive

transformation has bolstered Morocco's diplomatic position while addressing the developmental

aspirations of the Saharan provinces' inhabitants. Three distinct discursive phases are identified,

with particular emphasis on the post-2015 emergence of a development-sovereignty nexus that
| repositions the Moroccan Sahara as a regional economic hub and gateway to sub-Saharan Africa.

This study contributes to understanding how official discourse functions as both a reflection of

and catalyst for concrete policy implementation in contested geopolitical contexts.

Keywords: Moroccan Sahara, Throne Speeches, territorial integrity, regional

development, critical discourse analysis, Moroccan diplomacy
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