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Abstract:
The Contribution of Parliamentary Diplomacy to Defending

the Moroccanness of the Sahara under the 2011 Constitution

- Ahmed Bakkas (Researcher in Legal Studies - _Morocco)

- Driss ighivord (Researcher in Legal Studies ~ (Morocco)

The Moroccan Parliament, under the 2011 Constitution, witnessed a significant
transformation in its diplomatic performance, characterized by enhancing its presence and
active contribution in defending national causes, particularly in consolidating its role in
defending Morocco’s sovereignty over its southern provinces. Based on this premise, this
article aims to analyze the outcomes of Moroccan parliamentary diplomacy in defending
the Moroccan Sahara by focusing on the mechanisms employed by the Parliament to
strengthen Morocco’s position internationally and how it responds to geopolitical
challenges.

The article adopts a mixed-method approach, relying primarily on content analysis
to assess the Moroccan Parliament’s foreign policy engagement, especially during the post-
2011 period. The study is guided by the hypothesis that the Parliament, through
mechanisms such as parliamentary diplomacy and the construction of international
alliances, has played a meaningful role in reinforcing Morocco’s stance on the Sahara issue,
despite the constraints imposed by regional and international contexts.

The findings suggest that Moroccan parliamentary diplomacy has served as a
complementary force to the official diplomatic agenda. However, the study concludes that
in order to enhance its effectiveness, this form of diplomacy requires further institutional
development and strategic refinement to more efficiently contribute to the defense of
Morocco’s territorial integrity on the global stage.
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