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Abstract:
The diplomatic role of civil society in advocating for the

Moroccan Sahara issue: legitimacy and Functional
Hayat Fakhour (D. Researcher in Public Law and Political Science)

The Moroccan Sahara file has always been one of the biggest challenges at the
geostrategic level facing the Moroccan political system, and the essence of Moroccan
foreign policy efforts. In the midst of changing global dynamics and the importance of
strengthening state sovereignty and territorial unity, parallel diplomacy of civil society has
become a key lever in defending national issues and achieving gains on the international
stage. The Moroccan experience in the Moroccan Sahara file has highlighted the
importance of involving various actors, particularly civil society, in shaping advanced
international positions that reflect the country's interests and support its territorial unity.
Civil society has become an active component in advocacy before un bodies and others,
which reinforces official positions and gives them new dimensions that are in line with the
political and constitutional transformations of the Kingdom of Morocco. This dynamic has
prompted Moroccan diplomacy to reconsider the approaches adopted in managing the
Western Sahara file, with the growing role of civil society as an actor in advocacy around
the Moroccan Sahara ara file, both within the UN corridor and outside, in order to serve
the national cause and advocate for it in international and regional forums.

In this article, we aim to examine the reality of civil society diplomacy and its role
in advocating for the Moroccan Sahara issue. We examine the legal references that

| legitimize civil society interventions in this area, while identifying the most important
approaches and mechanisms adopted in the civil advocacy process and exploring ways to
developed them.
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