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Moroccans residing abroad: A parallel and essential
diplomatic avenue for advocating the Moroccan Sahara's
sovereignty

Elouakaini Hasna <PhD student at Tbn Zohr “University ‘Agadir.

Civil There is no doubt that, for Moroccans, the Sahara issue transcends political, and
economic, social, and cultural dimensions. It also goes beyond legal and diplomatic aspects to
deeply embed itself in the collective consciousness and national imagination—as a cause bound to
honor, dignity, familial ties, and imbued with sacred and spiritual significance. It thus stands as
the foremost national cause in our shared heritage.

In this regard, His Majesty King Mohammed VI — may God assist him — unequivocally
affirmed this in his royal speech before Parliament on October 11, 2013, stating:

...“The Sahara issue is not solely the responsibility of the King of the nation; it is also the
responsibility of everyone: state institutions, Parliament, elected councils, all political, trade union,
and economic actors, civil society components, media, and all citizens

End of royal citation.

This speech highlights a fundamental principle: good intentions alone are not enough to
express true attachment to the homeland. Genuine commitment requires action, initiative, and
mobilization. That is precisely what Moroccans around the world are striving to achieve—in all
regions of the globe, whether in America or Europe—through what is known as parallel diplomacy,
acting as unofficial ambassadors of the Kingdom abroad.

Their unwavering bond with the motherland leaves no room for compromise when their
national cause is targeted, prompting a firm response. Patriotic duty compels these citizens to
contribute to clarifying the legal, historical, social, economic, and civilizational arguments that
affirm the Moroccan identity of the Sahara, while also presenting the Moroccan autonomy

‘ initiative as the only realistic and credible path to resolving the dispute.
| Nonetheless, advocacy requires equipping Moroccans residing abroad with the legal and
institutional means to fully exercise this right, while ensuring they receive guidance and support.
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