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The Development Trajectory of the Moroccan Sahara Issue and
its Ascension in the United Nations: From Initial Interest to
Final Proposal

Dr. Hakim “Touzani

Professor of Public International Law and Political Science, Tbn Zohr “University -
HAgadir, Kingdom of Morocco

The Moroccan Sahara issue has been shaped by various reformist currents within
the United Nations over the years, paralleling its UN-driven developments. Following the
deadlock reached in settlement plans, a range of UN solutions was proposed, including
updating the settlement plan aimed at implementing a referendum, a framework
agreement on autonomy, or the option of partition. Morocco opted for the autonomy
solution within the framework of Moroccan sovereignty and further reinforced it with the
Moroccan Autonomy Initiative of 2007. Through this initiative, Morocco sought to
leverage diverse international experiences, UN proposals, and internal requirements to
crystallize an autonomy project with distinct Moroccan characteristics and investment
aspirations capable of resolving the artificially created conflict. This approach is based on
the principle of "no winner, no loser" as a consensual outcome of any future negotiations,
thereby allowing for the discussion of all necessary points, with a focus on economic,
social, and political interests in a comprehensive perspective within a Moroccan
framework that keeps pace with regional developments and global changes, without

erasing the Sahrawi identity.
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