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Morocco's Religious and Spiritual Diplomacy: A Soft Tool to
Fnhance African Influence and Advocate for the Sahara Issue
the Zawiya Foundation as a Model
Dr. Hamid Anaya: PhD Researcher, Public Law and Political Science, Cadi “Ayyad
“University, Marrakech, _Morocco

Moroccan Sufi orders have played a significant role in religious and spiritual relations
between Morocco and African countries, by spreading Arab-Islamic civilization in these
regions. Sufi sheikhs, imams, scholars of the zawiya, and merchants have played a
significant role in establishing and consolidating these religious and spiritual relations
between Morocco and African countries. The current strong ties between them at the level
of religious and spiritual diplomacy, and the pivotal role of King Mohammed VI
throughout his quarter-century reign, are clear evidence of the importance and strength of
these ties, their deep-rootedness, civility, and humanity in advocating for their vital causes
in general, and the Moroccan Sahara in particular.

This is achieved by demonstrating the role played by the Zawiya institution in
religious and spiritual diplomatic relations between Morocco and African countries during
the quarter-century of King Mohammed VT's reign, advocating for its national cause and
defending the Moroccan Sahara, within the framework of ensuring spiritual security and
achieving religious and social stability for their countries. Highlighting the pivotal role of
the Zawiya institution in linking Morocco and West African countries at the level of
religious diplomacy, the Zawiya institution's religious and spiritual connection to the
Emirate of the Faithful (Emirat Al-Mu'minin) constitutes a powerful factor and lobbying
group in the effectiveness of Moroccan religious and spiritual diplomacy with West African
countries in particular, with the aim of advocating for its national cause.

‘ To address this problem, a descriptive and analytical approach will be adopted, relying
on studying phenomena and problems as they exist in reality by accurately describing and
analyzing them, clarifying their characteristics, and clarifying the factors influencing them.
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