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,\l_gstract:

The Sahara Issue: A Study of Historical Roots and Paths of
Regional and International Settlement

- Khadija Boujnane
Doctoral Research Student “University Moulay Tsmail Meknes

This study falls within academic efforts aimed at analyzing the Western Sahara conflict
from both historical and legal perspectives. It provides a detailed chronological overview of the
evolution of the dispute and highlights the key stages of regional and international interventions
seeking resolution. The paper begins with a historical background framing the onset of Spanish
colonial presence in the region and explores the transformations that followed Morocco’s
independence in 1956—particularly its claim to recover its southern provinces based on historical

ties and the legitimate allegiance (bay‘a) between the Saharan tribes and the Moroccan monarchy.

The study further examines the Green March and the Madrid Agreement as pivotal turning
points in shaping the legal and political framework of the conflict. It then analyzes UN efforts
toward resolution, focusing on the 1975 advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice, its
legal implications, and its influence on the positions of the involved parties. The paper also
explores the status of the Sahara issue within the African Union, especially following Morocco’s
withdrawal and subsequent return, and tracks developments within the United Nations through
initiatives such as the referendum plan, the framework agreement, and James Baker’s proposals,
while attempting to understand the reasons behind the failure of these initiatives to yield a final

resolution.

This academic contribution aims to contextualize the conflict within its contemporary
international framework and shed light on the legal and political challenges obstructing a peaceful
settlement. It offers a balanced analytical reading to deepen the understanding of the conflict’s
dynamics and enrich academic discourse on the prospects of reaching a realistic and consensual

| political solution amid current regional and international developments.
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