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z\l;stract:

The Moroccan Sahara in the Halls of the United Nations A
Review of UN Resolutions

“Dr. Rachid Benomar
(Professor of Higher Education at Moulay Jsmail “University, _Meknes)

The issue of the Moroccan Sahara holds particular significance in the context of
international relations and is considered one of the complex matters on the United Nations'
agenda. The region has been witnessing a long-standing conflict between Morocco and the
Polisario Front over the future of the territory. The United Nations has been seeking a peaceful
resolution to this dispute, which has been a recurring topic in UN forums for more than four
decades. The matter encompasses strategic, economic, and geographic dimensions and is closely
tied to the stability of the North African region. Therefore, understanding the legal and political
dimensions of this conflict is essential for anticipating possible solutions and enhancing
international coordination to achieve a sustainable resolution.

This article examines the UN’s handling of the Moroccan Sahara dispute by reviewing and
analyzing UN resolutions issued since 1963—the year the territory was added to the list of Non-
Self-Governing Territories—up to the most recent Security Council resolutions. It raises the
question: To what extent do these resolutions reflect the evolution of the international stance on
the Sahara issue? Do they lean toward supporting Morocco’s proposal, or do they reinforce the
principle of self-determination as advocated by the Polisario Front?

The importance of this topic lies in its focus on one of the longest-standing regional
conflicts before the United Nations, with significant political, legal, and geopolitical implications
for the Maghreb and Africa. It also allows for an understanding of the evolution of international
legitimacy regarding the issue and the balance of power within the Security Council.

The article employs a descriptive-analytical method by deconstructing key General
Assembly and Security Council resolutions, with a focus on changes in the language used in these
texts. It also adopts a comparative approach, analyzing the content of older and newer resolutions
and interpreting them in light of the political positions of influential states.
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