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@'stract:

The Moroccan Sahara Issue in the Content of Governmental
Programs (1998-2021): From a Sovereign Defensive Stance to a
Foundational Pillar of Territorial Development

Dr. Radouane el mountafia
PHD in Public Law and Political Science, MED U “University, Rabat~ (Kingdom of
Morocco)

Territorial integrity is one of the fundamental constitutional constants in Morocco.
This principle has been consistently reflected in the content of the governmental program
documents adopted by successive Moroccan governments, where it is treated as a central
issue of national priority. Since the late 1990s, the official discourse has shifted from a
sovereign and defensive approach to a developmental one aimed at strengthening the
southern provinces and integrating them into the national development trajectory. This
shift was further consolidated with the launch of a new dynamic centered on the specific
development model for the Moroccan Sahara. In this context, the present study seeks to
analyze how the question of the Sahara has been represented in the governmental program
documents—from the government of Abderrahmane Youssoufi (1998-2002) to that of Aziz
Akhannouch (2021-2026)—through content analysis, with the aim of answering a central
question: Has territorial development become the main entry point for addressing the
Sahara issue in Moroccan governmental policies?
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