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1\b,stract:

The Impact of the Kingdom of Morocco's African Policy
on Strengthening the Moroccan Position Regarding the Sahara
Question
Dr. Radouane €l Ouahhabi
Professor Researcher in Tnternational Relations- “The “University Jnstitute of

African, Euro- Mediterranean and Tbero- American Studies - Mohammed “U “University
in Rabat — _Morocco

The African dimension was a determining factor in aggravating and postponing
the settlement of the Sahara conflict to Morocco's disadvantage in its early stages, causing
it to persist for over half a century to the point of being classified among the so-called
"intractable conflicts." However, it has become equally clear that the new African policy
adopted by the Kingdom of Morocco has had a tangible impact on strengthening Morocco's

position in this issue and on finding a solution .

This central problem is addressed by the present study, which examines the
transformations of Morocco's African policy in connection with the Sahara question. The
objective is to identify the successful diplomatic strategies that have enabled Morocco to
achieve significant gains on the African scene, positively reflecting on the Sahara issue. This
study also aims to highlight the close link between the Kingdom of Morocco's new African
policy and the reinforcement of Morocco's position concerning one of the country's

supreme national interests: the Sahara question.

This study is divided into two sections: the first deals with the transformations of
Morocco's African policy in connection with the Sahara question, while the second

examines successful Moroccan diplomatic strategies on the African scene in this regard.

Keywords: Sahara Question, Autonomy, Conflict Resolution, Morocco, Africa,

African Union, African Policy, International Cooperation.
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