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Towards a proper examination of the legal concepts used to
defend the Moroccan Sahara

Redovane Sanad ( Legal Researcher, Ministry of Interior, ,Qatar)

This paper, entitled “Towards a proper examination of the legal concepts used to
defend the Moroccan Sahara,” addresses several concepts with legal consequences. They
have always been distorted by opponents of territorial integrity (the Polisario), and
promoted by them in media appearances, forums, meetings, and official and unofficial
conferences. In an effort to fortify their anti-Moroccan Sahara thesis with a package of
ambiguous or false concepts, supported by Algeria, such as to describe Morocco as an
occupying power, the inhabitants of the Moroccan Sahara as the Sahara people, to classify
those in the Tindouf camps as refugees. Other examples are the referendum on self-
determination and independence, mixed with secession, as well as self-rule, recognition,
political representation, political settlement, and others. It all prompt us to confront with
conclusive legal argumentation and refutation, in legal defense of the Moroccan Sahara,
and to dismantle the contradictions of international law in this regard. We rely in this study
on two topics that concern concepts governed by the specificity of the regional reality as an

internal dimension, and concepts governed by international law as an external dimension.

We have reached to some recommendations, including the necessity of sitting at the
dialogue table between Morocco and Algeria with all strategic wisdom based on “no victor
and no vanquished,” given that Algeria is an important and pivotal part in putting an end
to the Sahara issue, far from promoting concepts that will only serve to prolong the conflict
and escalate its flames. In addition, we have recommendation to renew legal arbitration
once again by taking the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice on the
subject as long as, and that its positions change according to shifting political and social
circumstances, global and regional, especially since the picture has begun to become clear
in recent years with the movement of many countries, the United Nations and the Security

Council towards the Moroccan Sahara thesis.
Keywords:

(recognition, Moroccan Western Sahara, occupying power and colonialism, self-
determination and referendum, autonomy, legal scrutiny of the false concept, international

law).
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