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z\b,stract:

Historical Arguments for the Moroccan Sahara: A Historical
Introduction to Advocate for the Moroccan Sahara

Zakaria Roch (Researcher in contemporary history)

This study aims to construct a comprehensive academic argument affirming the
Moroccan character of the Sahara, by presenting a series of well-documented historical claims
that establish, beyond doubt, that the region has always been—and continues to be—an
inseparable part of Morocco’s historical trajectory and a defining component of its national
existence. These claims are framed analytically and methodologically to serve as a foundational
entry point for scientific and diplomatic advocacy, challenging all narratives that seek to
undermine this deeply rooted truth grounded in history, geography, religion, culture, and

ethnicity.

The chronological scope of the study extends from the 9th century AD to the present,
with particular emphasis on pivotal transformations within the region—especially during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, when colonial competition over the Sahara intensified and
imperial ambitions took shape. Spain, notably, drew upon Queen Isabella’s 15th-century will
as a strategic compass in its approach to Morocco, employing every possible measure to

weaken and subjugate the kingdom.

The study underscores that Morocco, both before colonization and following its
independence, engaged in a strenuous and enduring struggle to recover its territories from its
northern neighbor, particularly the provinces of Sakia El Hamra and Oued Ed Dahab. This
evidentiary base reinforces a well-founded scholarly conviction: Moroccan sovereignty over
the Sahara predates the fabrication of the conflict and its strategic adoption by Algeria—the

sole actor responsible for its continuation.

Accordingly, the study calls for this body of historical and intellectual capital to be
translated into a parallel academic discourse—one that deepens scientific and diplomatic
advocacy and provides a rigorous, context-aware lens through which contemporary territorial

challenges may be addressed.
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