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Moroccan Sahara between the legitimacy of history and
legal arguments

Dr. Sara Zhiri (Research In Public Law)

This summary outlines Morocco’s legitimate claim over Western Sahara, grounded
in deep historical ties and affirmed by legal and political developments. Historically, the
Saharan regions were an integral part of Morocco, with continuous sovereignty exercised
by successive dynasties through mechanisms such as the Bayah (allegiance) system,

administrative governance, and territorial defense.

Colonial intervention by Spain in the late 19th century disrupted this unity but failed
to erase the strong Moroccan identity in the region. The 1975 International Court of Justice
Advisory Opinion acknowledged legal ties of allegiance between Saharan tribes and the

Moroccan Sultan.

Following decolonization, Morocco resumed control over its southern territories
through the Green March and Madrid Agreement. In response to prolonged conflict,
Morocco proposed the Autonomy Initiative in 2007, offering a political solution that

preserves national sovereignty while granting local self-governance.

This approach, rooted in historical legitimacy and international law, reinforces

| Morocco’s position and promotes regional stability, integration, and development.
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