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sz’stract:

From the Demand for Spanish Decolonization to the Recognition
of the “Sahrawi Republic:’ A Review of the Organization of
African ‘Unity's Resolutions(1964-1984)

Dr. Mounia Rahimi

PHD in International Relations / Mohammed “U “University: Researcher on the
Moroccan Western Sahara Conflict and Onternational Diplomatic Law.

This study aims to examine the role of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in
resolving the Moroccan Western Sahara conflict, beginning in the 1960s, through the 1970s,
and culminating in the pivotal moment when the Kingdom of Morocco decided to withdraw
from the organization in 1984. This is approached through a textual and critical analysis based
on the OAU Charter and its relevant resolutions, as well as an examination of the regional
political dynamics that accompanied the evolution of the conflict. In this context, the study
seeks to address the following central research question: Why did the OAU’s call for the
decolonization of Spanish Sahara not go hand in hand with the principle of completing
Morocco’s national sovereignty and territorial integrity, as was the case in other decolonization
processes across the African continent? The study also aims to highlight the contradictions
that marked the organization's resolutions, particularly the challenge of reconciling the
principle of self-determination on one hand and the commitment to respecting the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of member states on the other. The study concludes with an assessment
of the OAU’s adherence to the principles of neutrality and international legitimacy, and the

impact of its positions on the effectiveness of joint African action in conflict resolution.

Keywords: Organization of African Unity; decolonization; right to self-
determination; Spanish Sahara issue; Western Sahara conflict; recognition of the "Sahrawi

Republic"; Morocco’s withdrawal from the OAU.
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