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1\b,stract:

Scientific Research and Cultural Diplomacy in Support of the
Moroccan Sahara Issue

Dr. Naaima Chahboune, Secondary School “Teacher, “Fez Directorate

Cultural diplomacy and scientific research have become two essential pillars of soft
power tools employed by modern states to advocate for and defend their sovereign causes—
chief among them, territorial integrity. In the Moroccan context, the Sahara issue is no
longer merely a political or security file, but rather a multidimensional strategic project that
integrates official diplomatic efforts with academic and cultural advocacy.

This study addresses the central question: To what extent has Morocco succeeded
in employing scientific research and cultural diplomacy as effective tools within its
comprehensive strategy to defend the Moroccan Sahara? And what are the main challenges
that hinder real synergy between political actors and academic institutions in this regard?

The research aims to analyze how Moroccan universities, think tanks, and cultural
actors have contributed to producing a body of knowledge that supports the historical and
legal legitimacy of Morocco's claim over the Sahara, while also identifying the limitations
of this role and ways to strengthen it.

To achieve this, the study adopts descriptive, analytical, and comparative
methodologies to explore the evolution of the concept of cultural diplomacy and its capacity
to influence international public opinion and shift the academic and media discourse on
the Sahara issue.
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